Farmers Grow More Than Food:  A Pitch for Organic Fiber

As the organic industry continues to grow, more and more of us are becoming educated about the chemicals in our food stream and how to avoid them.  But do you take the same care when purchasing the clothes you wear or the sheets you sleep in? 

[image: image1.wmf]This year, the Common Ground Country Fair has decided to begin to encourage our vendors and fairgoers to think about the choices they make when purchasing fibers-- particularly cotton.  

Did you know:

· It takes roughly one-third of a pound of chemicals (pesticides and fertilizers) to grow enough cotton for just one T-shirt?

· Conventionally grown cotton uses approximately 25% of the world's insecticides and more than 10% of the pesticides (including herbicides, insecticides, and defoliants)?

· Eighty-four million pounds of pesticides were sprayed on the 14.4 million acres of conventional cotton grown in the U.S. in 2000 (5.85 pounds/ acre), ranking cotton second behind corn in total amount of pesticides sprayed? 

· Over 2.03 billion pounds of synthetic fertilizers were applied to conventional cotton the same year (142 pounds/acre), making cotton the fourth most heavily fertilized crop behind corn, winter wheat, and soybeans? 

Alternatives are available and increasing.  Below are just a few resources for sourcing your cotton products organically; you can get anything in organic cotton (or hemp, flax, soy or bamboo) from promotional t-shirts to upholstery. 

Organic Cotton Promotional Materials (T-shirts, etc):

Printable Promotions:  www.companycatalog.com  search by keyword 'organic'  (800)PRINTABLE

Shirt Magic:  www.shirtmagic.com/  (858) 536-7116

T.S. Designs, Inc:  www.tsdesigns.com  (336) 229-6426

Splendor Designs: www.splendor-designs.com  (800) 774-5738

Organic Fabrics:

Green Sage:  www.greensage.com  (415) 453-7915

NearSea Naturals:  www.nearseanaturals.com/  (877) 573-2913  (wide variety of fabrics, plus other organic sewing supplies)

Fox-Rich Organic:  www.fox-rich.com/organic/  (203) 438-3153 (wholesaler)

PM Organics:  www.pmorganics.com  (Knit and woven fabrics in different weights and styles)

General Info on Organic vs Conventional Cotton:
http://www.ota.com/organic/environment/cotton_environment.html
http://www.sagecreeknaturals.com/why_organic.aspx
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